
TAK TAKUT  
KIDS CLUB 
Rising Above Challenges, 
Nurturing Personal and 
Community Resilience
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A t first glance, the ground-floor shop units of 
an HDB block at Boon Lay Drive glow with 

colour and life. Inside, every corner pulses with 
deep purpose and care. A spilled cup of milk 
is met with an understanding smile and a rag 
offered. In a corner, a group of boys debate the 
rules of a game that has not begun, their lively 
voices cutting through the afternoon. Mistakes 
are not punished but embraced as stepping 
stones. It is how things work here.

This is Tak Takut Kids Club (TTKC), a place where 
children are welcomed just as they are.
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The Good Gang
Tak Takut means “not afraid” in Malay. It reflects 
TTKC’s hope that every child who walks through 
its doors grows brave and confident in themselves. 
Founded by Shiyun Lin of the non-profit 3Pumpkins, 
TTKC grew out of a simple observation: the fear 
of judgment, failure, or not being enough can 
take root where consistent, trusted relationships  
are lacking.

With funding from public donations and private 
funders such as foundations, TTKC aims to be "the 
good gang in the neighbourhood," a holistic third 
space beyond home and school where children, 
especially those from vulnerable backgrounds, 
can simply belong. Here, they are given space to 
build connections and learn alongside friends in 
a positive environment nurtured by a wider village 
of staff, volunteers, and community partners such 
as Family Service Centres. This 
ecosystem allows TTKC to be a 
steady presence and provide 
meaningful guidance for children 
and their families.
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Learning Through  
Life and Play
Activities at TTKC are more than just fun. Children 
learn numeracy, turn-taking, and patience while 
measuring ingredients and cooking in the kitchen. 
Outside, games teach rules, teamwork, and 
conflict resolution. The children also contribute 
to TTKC. Weekly routines include Friday dinners 
where children cook, set up the dining area, and 
clean up, as well as "I Can Help!" Saturdays where 
they carry out housekeeping tasks such as simple 
laundry runs.

Their contributions also extend beyond TTKC 
to the wider community. When a group of 
boys wanted to play Nerf war, the TTKC team 
encouraged them to take the lead in designing 
the game, which included making posters, 
sourcing equipment, setting rules, and working 
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through disagreements. Their efforts culminated 
in a light-hearted “battle” competition between 
adults and children. The event brought families  
and neighbours together and showed how children 
make meaningful contributions. 

Beyond play, children take part in practical 
community service. Through TTKC’s partnership 
with the FairPrice Foundation’s Protein Pledge, 
they pack and deliver donated eggs to local 
families, learning responsibility and leadership 
while supporting their neighbourhood.

Leadership at TTKC also grows naturally. One 
16-year-old girl first joined the club as a quiet 
Primary Six student. She gravitated towards 
caring for younger children, later becoming a 
youth volunteer before working part-time at TTKC. 
“Taking care of younger kids is fun and fulfilling,” 
she says.

Being part of TTKC has helped her speak up 
and learn patience, even when tensions between 
children run high. However, not every child is 
expected to step into leadership roles or lead from 
the front. They are also encouraged to contribute in 
ways that suit them best, even behind the scenes.
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The Next Chapter

TTKC will continue to deepen its work in Boon Lay 
while opening a second space in Lengkok Bahru 
and sharing its learning with others passionate 
about creating safe, child-centred third spaces. 

Building places like these requires time and care, 
but when nurtured well, they become community 
anchors. They bring adults together, strengthen 
neighbourhood networks, and support children 
as they develop the courage, resilience, and skills 
to navigate life. Beyond individual growth, TTKC 
fosters a sense of belonging that spreads through 
the community, showing how a caring, connected 
environment can shape the lives of everyone.
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TTKC STORIES

The Good Gang features stories from 10 children 
who grew up with the centre, offering a ground-
level view of childhood in Singapore’s heartlands — 
both the challenges children face and the support 
that helps them thrive.

When we pay attention 
to the small voices in 
our midst, we learn 
not only about their 
world, but also about 
the kind of society  
we aspire to be.

Mr Desmond Lee 
Minister for Education, then  

Minister for National Development

OUR LIFE STORIES

26




